A RUSSIAN INTERLUDE
climbed up to a high place in the affections of a liberal
and constitutional Britain. It was no longer the crass
oppressor of the days of Palmerston and Lord John
Russell; it was now the valued partner of an Entente
Cordiale.
It is true that the old Russia had made promises to
Poland dating from the very beginning of the War.
The Grand Duke Nicholas issued a proclamation
abounding in illusive rhetoric which although it created
some impression in the West, awoke no corresponding
echo in the minds of Pilsudski and his associates in the
East. The Russian offer was a delusion and a sham.
* Autonomy9 was the word used to express it as opposed
to any real self-determination or independence. But
when in the early part of 1917 a Kerensky government
operated in the place of the Romanoffs it might have
been supposed and indeed it was actually supposed that
some part of the objective of the Polish Legions had
actually been gained. Even if the Legions, because they
were unwilling to take the Austrian oath, had been
disbanded, might there not be a hope, now that the old
Russian Army was being reorgatii2ed, that a bigger
Polish Army, with its own Polish officers and its own
Polish flag, should arise on Russian soil ? It had been
estimated at that time that there were 600,000 Poles
with 20,000 officers and 119 generals under arms in
Russia. What an opportunity for organizing a force
which would stand up firm and true for Poland !
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